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he donor kad been young, in prinne condition,

witk o stawdy frame snd near-flawless hody"

Swtall surface bulges bespoke tke power tkat lay

beneatk. Kinetically, this combinstion pradwced. a

swij! pace and adroit nl*newvertng

The day kacl been perfect. The pnvement had been dm. But

vio{ently and alrno,st without warning, {t slwrt but proud existence

ended tragically. The manglect body oozed vital fluids back to

mother eartk, crurwpled evidence tLtat in a battle with the laws of

physics tLte undefeated champion ance more emerged th"e yuinner

Yet buried witkin tlte tangled rnass, tlae lteart r.sf a r:l.tsmltion

continued to beat, antl tke syry"it of'a tompetitor w{ts destined! to

live on"



Trackside Nighturane
It 'vas i993, and Ray Wallace hact

been pacing his '9i M5 at about 90
mph on the Arizona track, when
suddentry Ray was no longer guiding
his iar's direction. And "which way
is up" changed repeatediy during
several qriick 360-degree iterations,
acl;:rding to Michael Dennl;on of
E avarian Frofessiilnals.

When all the inertia had been
spent, R.ay and his passenger
releaseci their restraint harnesses and
walked away from the invefted
wreck. That aione coutrd have been
enough of a happy ending. tsut
r\ere's more.

l-nten Bavarian Prof'essionals
For l5 years Michaetr Dennison

has bec- : r r  ihe automot ivc ierv ice
business. F{e orryns anci runs
Baiar ian Prcr;q ' :^n s in EenLete;
Calif. This coillpact shop with three
iitl-equipped bays is housed in a

stylish, custorn-buitrt cinder-biock
buitrding. Eoth the interior and
exterior show the professional
design skilX of his wife Kathy, r&hoss

stuctio nests upstairs above ihe parts
l'oosl and otflce. V{ichael considers
his irusiness as h.,oth Bfu.{W ser-rice
and af,ter-rnarket tuning.

. :  l - ' : . ' : :  : .

; i  .  
' rn i : :+, ' * i - , r r  

r r  l i i r

: : .

I  i ;  ; r ; , :11: ,  ; : i t r j i l i i r j  . , f  
i r l -

{ li:t!- i'l:jil;:L:a i::r*: r :L,:rr
l :  i '  i  , i : :  i  ! r : t  ! , ' !  !  I ' l  1,

i : .  j1.{) | ! ; fL, lL- :  i t  t , t i ; : i ; , \

: : .  . ._ . . i . i  . - . : , . . . .  -  , . . . - , t -  . . .

- ,, -,, ,
- , . . . . - , . . . t . . !

- : l l : :  l : ! , . - . , . , ' , ,  i .  
-

: : - . , i i ,  :  . \  i : , r  r i . . . ' l - - , .  '

! l ! . . :1. ' ' : .  ;  
'  - : .

' ; r : l  
' r  n, . r r , ; . - .  i  : r ' . .

,  . . .  i . .  . -  . . . .  . .

1t j i  : tc . ; r i  i i i  , . j :af : i ! .

, i , .  . l

; ' : l -  i iu i : : ia i?:r : i ,1.  J: : i . : .  t , ,

, ,1. : l : i  i l ;L i  l :1 i r  : r . f  i t i l \ .

, r ! : . : ' i  ! : , : ; l  ! - . i -  , i r . .

_rJt i i r ;  
i  ' :1 i :L:  t \  t r t l i r j * - i

: :1: : l . r l_ i .a!r l  i r . - , ! : : : !  r : l

. , . - , . " .  _,1. , :  . ,  
- : -  - . . . . - ._ i -  - - -

. ' j '  !11; ' ; i ' ,  : ,  : j : ; r i , : ,1,s. ; r  ; , r
i r . .1 .  . r . ' r  - ' r  i - . . . ' . .  . l - . ,  . - ' -

r*li:; :: ir:i: .ri;:gg13, !t!<;1,-:

I : : !  -  ,

l -d i l l : l !1.- :  :a ' , .  

- . .  

r . l .

i:r:,ki:it- :,;*::::ri::: ),,1r :ii.;:':.
; i : , .  ! , . .  I  

'  
. - - , . . . .



fllgftt: fr lueky young tady chceks ost
the desorative paekages ip Eanta's
21st centary sled.

Eclaw: "l'm thieking! I'n thinking!,'
Radin's statsc legks down at the
Ultiffiate Etation Wagon with
uncoacea led adn i rati o n.

lV{ichael decided to perform an
organ transplant lrom the track-
trashed M5. The recinient he
selected for the organ donation
produced a wry note that's almost an
automotive oxymoron. BMW NA
terms the vehicle a "touring car.,'But
we ali know what the rest of the
world calls it. So out of the
wreckage emerged: Bavarian

Frofessional's M5 Wagon.
"What a sleepeq" was

my first thought. But afrer
seeing the car in person,
this car is a sieeper like the
Mona Lisa is paint-by-
numbers. The wagon is low
enough to be on tracks,
with rnore tire patch on the
pavement than rnany
formula cars"

Michael said that besic,le the
occupants walking away from the
roll-over, the next rnost remarkable
outcome involved the wheels. All

four suspension members were
folded like retractabie landing grar
on an aircraft. Eut the rims, which
originated the transfer ofali thar
compressive f,orce, were sliqli; t.y
bent but uncnacked.

Michael hauled the wreckage
to Berkeley on a trailer towed by
his '73 GMC Si iverado pickup.
German Mo[ors, the San Francisco
BMW dealership, was so
enthusiastic aboul the orsan
transplant projecr. they ol,errd ro
participate - and ended up
supplying the used touring car, with

Abovc: The Evslutia* 2 ins{rameat parze! Eiages EG ettst?tlt t8 &i#e tgzs
ffi*terspart frerllage.

Left: Spen ys$/ ttssd Eftd say "Ah!" Tfee ffi engine in the T**ring's
es?gltts bay witFe Sa*n Franeisea,s gay as a backgrGuttd.



Rigf*t: An ave/vi*v a{ E*va#a* Prsfessse*al3pat*ieg feisFgss f#e
dsnar #5 (ee*ter), Frcxt ts i1s sarvivlng sifrEsng.

Hi*#la: The andersiSe sf &e fssil,rg sFess fee LE.fft. laek st tite
*e* rcq*ired lar t#e transptar*L

Ssffe#r; *fsfu, E 6st?'I tttit:l* we're in Kaasas!" ike Hi tests its k#t-
elia#iag abitities afi et s al tan Frsaeisea's {smcd streets.

i6K on the clock, at a good price.
At the heart of the transplant was

a 343 hp engine. wirh a Dinan chip.
According io Nlichael most of the
'operation was uni:emarkable. The
ma-ior parts fit right into place.
Ducting and a cooler fan for the e-
box, and removing the auto-tranny
wiring and controls were typical
hurdles overcome with time,
patience and craftsmanship.

The original rims that survived
the crash now sport 235l45zRlj
Toyo Rls. Details like the orieinal
lighted shift knob, hand-welded
frame ailachments and the original
M5 instrument cluster complJe the
M-car authenticity.

Nearly four months passed before
the implant was complete, but the
results are impressive. The car is
equaltry at home hauling kids to the
mall, turning laps at the track or
blowing the doors off some five-
quart Muskrat at a stop light.

Now Michael says he doesn't
quite know what to do with his N45
wagon: keep it or sell it. Meanwhile,
he's considering fi.lture projects for
Bavarian Professionals. F{e plans to
do one a year. Will i t be a uansplanr.
an implant or some serious
tampering with the new 23?

I-ike the guys at the aftermarket
shops say, "Stay tuned."

Michael Dennison
B avarian Professionals
I2I87th Street, tserkeiey, CA
5 10-524-5000 415-921 _3052



The sew Ghew Sportside arrives this fall'
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Spor{side on the fliPside. a
compact Chevy pickup with step-ups
in tiont of and behind the rear wheels.
and an all-steel bed. will be in show-
rooms this spring. The S-Series
Sportside will be available with
reguiar or extended cabs, and with
two- or tbur-lvheel-drive systems.

In other ChevY news' the CaPrice is
going away. but ChevY general
manager Jim Ferkins says his division
want$ to show that it is committed tc
sorne very special customers. The
Tahoe Police Package concept
vehicle (see photo on page 56)
includes a lowered suspension with
tougher antiroll bars. Bilstein shock:r
and limited-slip rear diffbrential.

For pursuit Purposes, the Vortec
V8 produces five more horsePowei
and l5 more lb fl of torque than the
standard 5.7 liter. To malie the pack-
age affbrdable, ChevY has removed
the caloeting and sound system and
instalied less exPensive seats-

lnsurance savings? Not aLll the
talk on the auto show iloors is akrottt
new cars. There is talk about inxtring
new cars. Although LJSAA insurance
recently dropped its antilock braking
$ystem (ABS) discount. BMW and
Subanr see more promising signs on
the horizon. BMW recently managed
to convince Allstate to lower its mtes
on BMW 5- and 7-Series models bY
one classilication. which will save
owners money on premiums. The
company is negotiating with another
insurer to offer belorv-market rates
based on the sal'ety and securitY
records of BMW-owners.

Subaru's top U.S. executive. George
Nlulier" says his company is working
rvith several insurance companies that
are considering a discount for cars
with all-wheei drive. Muller would
not name the comPanies, but notes
that one company in JaPan-Cigna-
already offers a 10 percent prenriunt
discotrnt to drivers with awd-equipped
cars. However, Cigna is not one of the
companies considering an ail-wheel-
drive discount here. !

llome-grotun and exciusive
Whui's th.e dffirence be{v,'een a need frftd il niche?

?hc BMW tu{-5 Touring is a great wagon.

I Tu,r bad BMW doesn't imprrr l  i t  inro

the Uniteci States.
That s whar Michael Dennison thought.

so he's done somethinp about i t .  Denni-

son ir the owner trf Bavarinn hot'ession-

als in Berkeiev. Ca[lf.. a shctSl thar has

rweakecl BMWs si'nce 1989 when ir

openert. Dennison saw the 6ggd fbr a

superh high-perfcnrunce wagon rft
Am.ctica, and got adventurs*s'

Dennison calls his U.S.-spec M5 T''rur-
ing "The t\rorld'-s Faste$[ Station
Wagon." This cor.rld be a streteh. consid'
ering the Volvo T5-R. Audi RS?- AMG
Mereedcs 3fiiT and even thtr.sc hot-rod.
ded Caprice wagans cruising rhe li*eways
of Southern Caiifontia. Still. Dennison's
wagon could he the best fhmilv-hauline
hnt rod you ear buy. AJI ii takes i$

$35.tXt* and a sPare 5?5i Touring"
Dennison starf,s bY stripping the 5?5i

Touring to the c$re. He replaces tl're
engine. ilansmission, drivesha&. diiT,eren.
rial rmd brakes with the components frorn
,,vrecked M5s, [t takes six weeks.

The result is just iike an M5 *edan- but
far more practie*ft on the road. you don"t
even notice thc rooml' rear end unicss
yori ehee!: fhe rearv'iew mirrcr- The
2351.452R-t? Toyo tires lap trp the eor-

iilo*'re goi a 525i Yscti$g*
*nd $.35,@-you esattr* it
into a homdmds *15 Totring
sitir :143 irarsepsver.

iler$ like tharsty littie
schnauzors" ant}. the Nf -spe*
str*pension holtls equaily-
wel{ in ali rypes af rrtrners
withqxrt beatirig fip passen-
gers rrn bumpv highways.

Ttre throw trf rhe cluteh
pe<lal is llrng. bul easy to get used ta, and
the M5 trrakes grip mightity withnut fade
(although thc brakes in our fest cal did
stare tc squeak ard smoke torvard the end
of a vigorous one-heur canYon lrit.stl' Th,:
handling in transittons berween cttLnert is
nioel-v settled" a$ the Touring shifts its
wsighf withont upsetting rhe grip.

Dcnnison's Bavarian Prolessionals is
ju* a tew rninutes *way trom the 

"hopof BMW+uning demigort Stece Dinan.
llonnison like$ Dine*'s work, anct eveft
use$ a Di*an chip itr his &I5 tc wring

-143 horsepou,er frors the 2*l*r'ah'e
srraight'six engine.

i)errnison rnight respect Dinan. b*t he
believes that *inan *qukl sunel sr:m*
competi,tioru the mwn {the rnarketi rs big
enough t'or rhe two r:f them. Especirtlly
since his nwn nicne. fbr nou . i* larnil] -
onented drivers.

Or is thar driver-errienleti firmilies'i f
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hen you're after high-speed travel
with cargo, the fast, nimble and
spacious BMW M5 Tour ing is

hard to beat. Unfortunately for us, like a

host of BMW's other delectable M variants,
this Motorsport masterpiece is not irnported

stateside.
That 's exact iy why BerkeleY,

California's Bavarian Professionals has

taken it upon itself to create US-legal M5
Tourings the only way possible: By building
them from scratch. The conversion requires
a complete M5 driveline, accessory set and

some trim parts, preferably from a wrecked

example. These donor organs plus labor

bring the conversion price to more or less

$35,000, plus of course the 1993-95 BMW
525 I 530i Touring recipient.

The conversion requires six weeks, dur-
ing which t ime the ent i re dr ivel ine
(including accessories) and al1 the M5's
brake and suspension pafis are transferred to

the Touring body. The donor's complete
aero package and related inter ior
items-right down to the backlit Motorspot-t

shift knob-are included as well. The fin-

ished product is virtually a clone of the

factory's own car.
A twist of the key brings the highly

tuned Six to life with an intoxicating burble

maly mrisclecars would kiii for. f)thers'ise.

the hutking wagon draws !ttt le ritcnl"ion to

itselfin traffic, though those ia the know are

sure to do a doubie-take. Motoring through

3? spolrs tAR Tt ' tTERNAIt0NAL 0ec, i  tqn I  996
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town isn't the M5's forte anyway; the car

truly comes into its own upon leaving the

gridlock and hitting open country.
Your first impression is of the car's siz-

able mass shrinking down around you' The

clutch effort is fairly light, the gearshift

direct and positive and the engine motivates

this madness with a smoothness that belies

its true intent. Entering the freeway its

BMW Motorsport-designed Six exhibits a

broad torque band and a wonderful siren

song from the tailpipes; nary a hiccup inter-

rupts this aria all the way to the 7000'rpm

redline, which arrives quickly enough to

warrant a careful eye on the oversized tach.

The M5's 3.6-liter DOHC powerplant pro-

duces 343 horsepower, or nearly lGl more

than Volvo's new T5R.
Even in fifth gear, the engine is a will-

ing-and pleasantly audible-companion,
but it's only when you exercise your right

arm and both feet that it truly comes aiive.
This ciLr is capable of obscene passes with a
quick downshift or two-passes that leave

other motorists wondering what's on sale at

the grocery store. Long, sweeping roads

become equally addictive as two tons of

steel set themselves up for each bend with

invincible stability and tar more grip than

any wagon should claim. Massive, fade-free

brakes-12.8 and 11.8 inches front to

rear----only reinforce that confidence.
The M5 Touring's real surpnse comes on

smail, twisty sections of tarmac. What

seems like a recipe for a ponderous low-

speed car instead makes an entertaining
partner for backroad jaunts. The tuning

firm's fitrnent of 17-inch shoes wearing

235145 Tayo tires is an inspiration to probe

the chassis' limits, which could be a danger-

ous proposition were the suspensron not so

nicely sorted out. The steering is not the

most communicative, but it's quick and

accurate enough to plant the tires where you

want them. All these qualities add up to the

elusive sensation of a car that seems smaller

at speed than it does around town' The gar-

den-variety 5-series sedan feels far larger by

comparison.

hile Bavarian Professionals' fin-

ish work proves general tY

exquisite, BMW's questionabie

factory paint quality is always a disappoint-

rnent. Fortunately, the driver of this wagon

may never notice: The Touring's interior

receives the M5's excellent power sport

seats, and luxury appointments abound in

beautiful leather and dark wood. The

Motorsport insffumentation is clear and leg-

ible-though less than comprehensive for

such a sporting car-and a particularly trick

feature is BMW's Touring-only double sun-

roof. The resulting vehicle is more than

worthy of the Motorsport badge; the finish

of the interior and engine bay is indistin-
guishable from that a standard M5, which is

a high target indeed.

Of course, the high quality of this con-
version comes at a not-inconsiderabie cost.
Added to the already dear sticker of z 525i
or 530i Touring sterting point, the M5 treat-

ment 's f inal  st icker pr ice may induce
nosebleeds in its fans. No one is going io
make this decision lightly.

If nothing else, though, You can find
solace in the fact that even native Germans

rnust pay similarly hefry prices for a facto-

ry-made M5 Touring in Europe, where the

wagon makes up roughly half of all M5

saies. Besides, this isn't a car for everyone,
just the discerning few whose specialized
needs-and wallets-will make ii the only
game in town. While BMW believes lhere

aren't enough paying customers to warrant
factory importation of this 5-door work of

wt, af\er driving this faithful American ana-

1og you can't help but be glad someone else

has taken the task upon themselves. C

Snvgris:t Frofuricnalr
Bjr,tw tds Touring

Crcneroi
Vehicle type: foont-engine RWD
wagon
Siructure: steel unibody
Morkef: United Stotes
trilSRP: {Btv{W 5?5i or 530i
?ouri*g!+ $35.ffi0

t{o*rdpoint*
Engi*e 3.6-liter l+ngifuciin*i
DOHC 24-volve L6
Power {bhp}: 343 @ 6800 rPm
Torque {lbs.-ft .} 294 @ 4000 rPm
Tronsrnission iype: S-sPeed
msnuol
Wheelbqse {in.}: 108.7
Length {in.i: 185.8
Wid{r ii*.i: ZZ.f

Suspension, brokes
Suspension, front: MocPherson
;lruis *ith lower srms, coil
springs qnd sntlrofl bsr
5u:pension. reor: serni-trcilir'rg
crrrs wi*r lccating links, coil
spri*gs cnd *ntiroll bor
Br*Les. flr: discldiic
ABS:srci.

Con$qct
Bsvaricn Prafersioncls, kic'
I 2l I Seventh St.
Ser:keley CA 9471C
t5r*i 524'600*
i5lsl 5:8-06?* $sxl
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